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News Affecting Your Business

TSA to Assume Watch List Vetting with Secure Flight Program

Press Release, Homeland Security Department - October 22, 2008

Carrying out a key recommendation of the 9/11 Commission, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security announces the issuance of the Secure Flight Final Rule, which shifts pre-departure watch list matching responsibilities from individual aircraft operators to the Transportation Security Administration.

More info...
AMTRAK, TSA and Law Enforcement Officers Mobilize for Major Northeast Corridor Rail Security Operation

Press Release, Transportation Security Administration - September 23, 2008

Amtrak, Office of Security Strategy and Special Operations, Amtrak Police, Transportation Security Administration personnel and officers from approximately 100 commuter rail, state, and local police agencies mobilized along the Northeast Corridor railway system as a demonstration of an ongoing collaborative effort to expand counter-terrorism and incident response capabilities. 

More info...
Efforts to Deploy Radiation Detection Equipment in the United States and in Other Countries

U.S. Government and Accountability Office (GAO) - September 22, 2008

GAO has made several recommendations regarding radiation detection including: conducting the entire radiation detection program at U.S. ports of entry, revising the estimate of the program’s cost to consider all the costs associated with its project execution plan (design and development, sustainment, maintenance, deployment, and procurement) and communicating this revised estimate to the Congress so that it is fully apprised of the program's scope and funding requirements.

More info...
Watchdog Agency Cites Flaws in DHS Cybersecurity Program

Nextgov - September 17, 2008

A Government Accountability Office official testifies during a House hearing that the Homeland Security Department is in need of a strengthened team to monitor federal computer networks and needs to fully address weaknesses identified during a 2006 cybersecurity drill.

More info...
Federal Port Security Credential Now Available Nationwide

Press Release, Transportation Security Administration - September 17, 2008

The Transportation Security Administration (TSA) has announced that all Transportation Worker Identification Credential enrollment sites are now open.  The program’s goal is to ensure that individuals with access to secure areas of port facilities and vessels are not security threats.  This is accomplished through substantial background checks.

More info...
DHS Needs to Address Significant Risks in Delivering Key Technology Investment

U.S. Government and Accountability Office (GAO) - September 10, 2008

In review of the Secure Border Initiative (SBI), GAO evaluates program documentation, including guidance, plans, and requirements and testing documentation, interviewed program officials, analyzed a sample of system requirements, and observed operations of the initial SBInet project.  GAO determines that important aspects of SBInet remain ambiguous and in a continued state of flux, making it unclear what technology capabilities will be delivered and when.

More info...
Higher Form Fees Limit Citizenship Seekers

USA Today - September 10, 2008

Immigrants are quite literally getting priced out of citizenship due to higher application fees that kicked in last year.  After the form fee rose from $400 to $675 on July 30, 2007, citizenship applications plummeted.  In the first six months of 2008, citizenship applications fell 59%.  

More info...
Update on Pending FBI Name Checks and Projected Naturalization Processing Times

Press Release, Department of Homeland Security - September 9, 2008

The Department of Homeland Security’s U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services announces a significant decline in the number of pending FBI name checks for individuals seeking immigration benefits, which have delayed adjudication of thousands of immigration applications in the past.  As a result, processing times for immigration applications and benefits are lower.

More info...
Bush’s Border Fence to Cost Extra $400 Million

ABC News - September 9, 2008

The half built 670 mile fence being constructed along the country’s Southwestern border will require another $400 million or more to be completed.  The unexpected expense is due in large part to higher costs of fuel, steel and labor.  The deputy commissioner of Customs and Border Protection indicated that construction will cease if Congress does not approve the request for additional funds.

More info...
Immigration Agency Scraps Self-Deportation Program

ABC News - August 22, 2008

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency (ICE) says it is ending the “Scheduled Departure” trial program, which gave illegal immigrants under court order to leave the country more control over their departure.  The plan to have illegal immigrants surrender to authorities to avoid jail and obtain more control over their deportation proceedings has been dubbed a failure.  

More info...
Private Planes on TSA’s Radar

USA Today - August 11, 2008

The Transportation Security Authority plans to launch a massive expansion of aviation security that will regulate private planes now flying with no security rules.  Passenger screening will not be part of the expansion, however TSA does aim to implement plane and crew inspection.  

More info...
Government Grants, Procurements, and Appropriations Affecting You

DHS and National Science Foundation Announces $3.1 Million in Academic Research Initiative Awards

Press Release, Department of Homeland Security - September 30, 2008

The Department of Homeland Security and the National Science Foundation jointly announced $3.1 million in new grant awards to academic institutions for the fiscal year 2008 Academic Research Initiative, a program initiated to foster research in radiological and nuclear detection and build the nation’s intellectual capital in nuclear sciences and engineering.

More info...
DHS Awards New York City $29 Million Under the Securing Cities Initiative

Press Release, Department of Homeland Security - September 16, 2008

In order to prevent a possible radiological/nuclear attack on the New York City area, the Department of Homeland Security announced approximately $29 million in grants to enhance New York City’s regional capabilities to detect and interdict illicit radioactive materials.  

More info...
ML News and Legal Alerts

U.S. Government Announces Fiscal Year 2010 Diversity Immigrant Visa Lottery

Immigration Alert, Mintz Levin - October 2, 2008

The U.S. Department of State has released instructions for the fiscal year 2010 Diversity Immigrant Visa Program, also known as the Green Card Lottery. The DV program provides a means for foreign nationals to become permanent residents of the United States (i.e., to acquire Green Cards) regardless of whether they have a family member or an employer willing to sponsor them.
More info...
September 2008 Immigration Updates

Immigration Advisory, Mintz Levin - September 10, 2008

Immigration updates including: “Upcoming Changes to the Visa Waiver Program,” “Applicants for Reentry Permits Must Now Do Biometrics,” “Department of Labor Comments on the Role of Attorneys in the PERM Process,” “Transition Formalized from Two-Finger Scanning to Ten-Finger Scanning,” “I-9 Form and Instructions Update,” “USCIS Begins Issuing Employment Authorization Documents (EAD) with Two-Year Validity in Limited Cases,” “Laptops and Other Electronic Devices Can Be Seized and Searched by Border Agents,” “News Regarding Vaccinations for Permanent Residency Applicants and Those Applicants for Admission to the United States Who have HIV.”
More info...
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